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Mat. 16. 26. 


What is a Man profited if he ' ſhall gain the 


World, and loſe his Soul ? 


tures, or to govern the courſe of our 
Converſations with reference to ſome 

ultimate End, or chief Good, is not 
thereſult of Diſcourſe or Reaſoning, but an im- 
bred Principle, which flows'from the frame 
and conſtitution of our Natures. And it 
cannot be imagined that God, who doth no- 
thinginvain, much leſs toevil purpoſes,ſhould 
create this ftrang prapenſ1on for no other end 
but to deccive our hopes, to fruſtrate our en- 
deavours and to vex us for ever with unfatisf- 
cd deſires; yea rather we may aſlure our ſelyes 
that the Divine Goodneſs, who created the 
deſire, hath alſo impreſſed ſuch notices on our 
minds as would directand gudeus,asitwereby 
a Moral Inſtinct, to the knowledge and attain- 
A2 ment 


Li \ O purſue the perfeftion of our Na- 
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ment of it's proper fatisfa&tion. 

But this is our unhappineſs, that we our 
felves deface theſe Characters, we neglect the 
ſtudy of our own Natures, and raſhly deter- 
mine our chief good, without the conſulcatt- 
on of our beſt Capacities, our nobleſt Appe- 
tites. And - thus we ſtray from the good we 
ſeek, and fire from the felicity we purſue. 
Our Judgment is partial, our Ends are trivial, 
and ourLove degenerate. Riches and Honour 
tranſport one, ſenſual Pleafures charm ano- 
ther, a third purſues Donynion ; in ſhorr, 
the World.in forme drefs or other,is the God;the 
aim,the end of rhegenerality of Men. Till we 
findatlaft;by theconſtamdcluſionof ourhopes, 
that we fought for the l1vimg among the dead, 
for ſecurity on a' precipice, or for Happineſs 
in things without us. How greedily then 
ſhould we embrace ſach Propoſtions, as 
would reftifie our Judgment, corre&t our er- 
rors, and point us infallibly to our beſt and 
trueſt intereſt, and to the Methods of obtain- 
ing it. And ſuch i the Propoſition of my 
Text, where Life and Death are ſet before us ; 
| —_— wy 1 127t  o be loved 
or hoped for, a e falſc appearances 
of worth and bony ooatel thac 15 nufera- 
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, wretched: and abhorr'd. For what is 4 
man profited, Bec. | | H-25117 16 
At che one and tweatieth verſe of this Chap- '* ** 
ter, our Saviour began to ſhew unto his Diſci- 
ples, how he muſt-go to Feruſalerm, and ſuffer 
F many things, and be klled, and raifed again 
| the third day. S. Peter partly trough furprize, 
(for they knew not that theſe things ought fo ** + +: 
to be) partly through his love and tender af- 
| fectivn ro our Saviour, began to rebuke him, 
faying, be it far from thee, 0 Lord, this ſhall not +. +: 
be unto thee. Bur our Saviour interprets this rc- 
T buke of S. Peter, as aninſtance ot his Love to 
the world, and improves the occafion in- 
to a diſcourſe of ſelt-denyal, Ver. 24. If any © %* 
man will be my Diſciple, he muſt not only be wil- 
ling to part with me, but himſelf muſt take up his 
Croſs and folfow me. He muit be ready in mind 
and heart co relinquiſh all that is dear, eyen 
{. life x ſelf, whenſocyce it ſhall ſtand incomperi- 
tion with'the Will of God, and the Salvation. 
of his Soul ; 'for what is a man profited, &C. 
, Which words are an allution- to a known: 
; Proverb, +4»3riv Bnwdney, nothing 1s more: 
| precious than' Life ; Ax Eye for an Eye, and a 
Tooth for a Tooth, but all that a Man hath will 
he give for his Life. From the truthand Reaſon 
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of this proverbial compariſon, our Saviour 


argues the incomparable valuc'of. the Soul.; 


for if the propriety, the inheritance of the Uni- 


verſe, be retuſed even to a Proverb,in Compart- 

:fon of Life ; 'how « much: leſs ſhall ithe world 
anall it's profits, in it's beſt adyantages, even 
life ir ſelf, contend 1n the ballance.with the Sal- 
.yationof the Soul? 

And this 1sall thatis neceſlary to be-ſaid for 
'the Explication of-the words, which of-them- 
ſelves are anentire _— and do plain- 
ly aſſert thus great truth, wiz, 

That thegainof the whole World,is but an inconſi- 
derable acquiſition,in compariſon of. the Salvation 
of. the Sou. Or, 

The loſs of the Soul is a greater evil than 
can be recompenced by the gain of thewhole world. 

For the clearer illuſtration of which. truth, 
1 ſhall diſpoſe my difcourſe-into thismethod. 

1. I ſhall imparcally repreſent the profits of 
the world,-with the nature, the quality, and the 
boundsof hs advantage who ſhall gain them. 

2. I ſhall conſider and deſcribe the Soul wr all 
x'scapacitiesandintercſts,andfromthencedeter- 
mine whatit 15to.fave,and what to loſethe Soul. 

3. And laftly, I ſhall: compare theſe Intereſts 
together, by unqueſtionable Mcaſurcs and 
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Rifles of Profit and Loſs, that from thence ir 
ray appar, how contempnible an intereſt he 
hath eſpouſed, - who to- gain tlie world-ſhall 
lo his Soul HD i nth 
Firſt, I ſhall impartially repreſent the profits 
of the world, with the'nacure, che quality, and 
bounds of his hs. were) 4c wa 
The propoſal, or preference: of the Soul;:as 
4: better intereſt, neicher ' deniies' nor '&xte- 
nuates the worth of 'temporal 'things,: ſimply. 
But; on the contrary, ault and'proper value, 
in-it's' place and kind, 1s here ſuppoſed; and: 
muſt be allowed to the World,” as a' foundati- 
on of : Compariſon. . For if theworld,: and all 
it's intereſts, were ſimply and intrinſically e- 
vil, the gain ofthe World and the loſs of the 
Soul would be thefelf fame thing numerically, 
and ſo theCompariſon would be moſt abfurd. 
It remains therefore as the granted Queſtion 
of the Text, that the gain of 'the World is a 
real; ſubſtantial : in its place and : kind.. 
(And poſlibly Re "gion has been much enda- 
maged by an indiſcreet propoſabot the ſevercr' 
dutics'of ſelE-denyal, ſimply, which are. only 
required -upon particular reaſons, .and under 
emergent circumſtances.) 
By - the World then we -ſhall ———_— 
what 
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whatſocyer is without us, whatſocver js apt to 
gratific our Senſitive Appetites, and renderour 
nacural [lives eaſic and delirable. Ir js, | 
1. ANegation of natural Evils, of Perils, 

Anxicty, Povetty, Slavery, Diſgrace and Pain. 

_ 2. The Poſſeſionof the contrary goods, of 
ſfafcty,liberey.cafe, donunion, plcaſure,honour, 
plenty, ſtvengrh, and friends 

3-Hcalth,or the vigour of thoſe natural appe- 
tits which are gratified by theſe cnjoyments, 
and. the pleaſures ariſing thereupon. This is 
the mi x Han & two of tus ad- 
vantage who the world. 

Bur all theſe mr eſpecially in their uc- 


moft'mcaſures, if they were eyer purſued, yer 


were- they never obtained by one - Man. The 
Wiſdom therefore of our 'Saviour 1n putting 
the queſtion .to the utmolt poſſibility, If he 
Jball gait: the whale Warld, is very obſcryable, 
becaufe it rakes in all the Circumſtances which 
any. man, of whatſoever State, or Place, can 
poſſibly be under : And anticipates the flarte- 
ries of the greateſt Fortune : By gauung the 
World then, /paticular Perfons arc to under- 
ſtand ſuch portions of. theſe intereſts as are 
proper to the place we fill, or as we may rea- 
ſanably 'propoke to our ſelves, under our cir- 


cumſtances 
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cumſtances, and in our Stations, 

Now that theſe enjoyments, theſe adyan- 
tages of natural Life, are good in their own 
Nature, and a rcal profit to the Poſſeſfers, will 
appear, if we conſider theſe two things. | 

1. Thenature and original Reaſon of hap. 
pincſs. What other Rules or directions have 
we, to determine our Judgment of Good and 
Evil, but the natural neceſſities, ſenſations, and 
deſires of men. According to the account of 
the beit Philoſophers, Bonum eſt quod cutqs cOn- 
wenit, Voluptas eſt principium boni. Convenience, 
Pleaſure, or the fatisfaction of Appetites, is the 
Principle of Good. Bur the eſſential capacities 
of Humane Nature are Senſitive and An- 
nimal, as well as Religious and Intellectual. 
The Divine Principle of Religion, Reflection, 
and Underſtanding, is lodg'd in an Earthly 
body, and ſent into a World furrounded ,,**=. 
with the proper ſatisfactions ofcyerydeſire,and ? «is 2 


endowed with Organs of the quickeſt ſenſe. ra ju 
To determinethercfore the happineſs of ſuch a 374,es. bn 
Being, ſo mixt and compoſed of a corporal 3; *** 
and angelick nature, by the perte&tions on- 
ly of his Soul, without Jerry for the 
pleaſures of the natural Life, is an imperfect 


unphiloſophical account. For in ogg = 
»* ÞB rac 


rift. Ith. 
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the Apperites of the body are ſtifled, or exter- 
minated, there 15 Iiſcaſs and an unnatural 
munilation; and in whom they remain un- 
ratified, there muſt be dolour and uncaſi- 
neſs. *Tis true, the mmprovementsof the Mind, 
and a good Conſcience, are an abundant fatis- 
faction for the want of temporal Enjoyments, 
(as we ſhall diſcourſe anon) but we ſpeak not 
now comparatively, but of things as they arc 
in their own Natures ; and yet evena compen- 
fation 1s a fatisfa&tion for ſomething that is 
wanting, and implies cither a fault, or anim- 


perfe&tion. There muſt be therefore a ſtrict 


Philoſophick Good in the things of the World, 
confider'd ſimply, in asmuch as they contri- 
bute to the pleaſure of our being, and are the 
proper ſatistactions of effentialdelires. 

2. Neitheris this all, but as the world hath 
a. proper good 1n its-own Nature, fo are we 
obliged to eſteem and value it by the Law of 
God. Ir was God that made the Spirits ſoſub- 
tile, the Nerves fo ſenſible, the ſeyeral amabi- 
lities in the Object, and the inclination in the 


Faculty, not to betray us into. Evil, but to - 


delight us with the dominion he hath given 


us of the world. Such Pleaſures and Enjoys | 


ments therefore, as proceed from theſe de- 
© lies, 
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fires, as theſe deſires proceed from God and 
Nature; Reaſon, without Revelation, would 
inſtruct us to be good, and innocent. Bur if 

we conſider the nvay which God himſelf 

hath given of them, the queſtion will be with- 

out diſpute: Who, after a {trict review of his 

ſix days work, pronounced of the whole Crea- 

tion, that it was very good; and who our of 6% 1; 
his eſpecial favour to his own Image, put the 

man whom he had formed into the Garden of 

Paradiſe ; and who, laſtly, allures us to Obedi- g«. x 
ence by the prorniſe of theſe temporal rewards. 
Both the negation of eyery natural Evil, and 

the poſition of every natural Good, of Rich- . _ 
es and Honour, of Safety, Preferment, Suc- * vc x. x. 
cels and Reputation, are all promiſed by God, «5; 
as Bleſſings and Rewards. And in the Goſpel *3**7 


| of our Saviour, though the clear Revelation 


of cternal Life 1s ſuch an invincible motive as 
to which nothing can beadded ; yet as a col- 
lateral encouragement to thoſe, who ſhall ſeek 
the Kingdom of God and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
in the firſt place, all things elſe are promiſed to 
be addedto them. This, fays Plutarch, is the 
foundation of devotion, truſt, and confidence ,,, .. ... 
in God, that we belieye he Goyerns the world, #»#. 

and that proſperity 1s of him. 

B 2 Where 
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Wherefore then, ſince thethingsof the world 
agrce with the Philoſophy of good in general, 
and are deſign'd, by.the wiſdom of God, to 
entertain our ſenſitive inferiour faculties, and 
are promiſed, by his goodneſs, as bleſſings 
and rewards; we cannot but conclude, that 
the Poſſeſſions of the world are a ſubſtantial 
good in their own Natures ; though of infe- 
r1our place and kind. 

But the Objections drawn from ſuch paſſa- 
oesof our Saviour as inſinuate the danger of 
Riches, and preſcribe che ſtricteſt Self-denyal, 
the moſt entire _— of cur ſenſual 
Appetites, appear ſo plauſible at the firſt ſight, 
that we mult not wholly paſs them over. Yet 
the anſwer will be ſhort and cafe ; becauſe 
our Saviour himſelf hath taught us by his own 
interpretation, to put conſtructions upon 
all fuch Precepts and Poſitions: For when 
himſelf haddeclared, Mark 10.24. That it is ea/i- 
er for a Cammel to go through the Eye of a Needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven: He preſently explains himſelf by 
thoſe who truſt in Riches: Which ſhews, that 
the Precepts and Paſlages of this nature arc 
not intended to be underſtood literally; but 


in aſcnſs. As ſometimes mn Compariſon :. 


Lay 
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Lay not up for your ſelves treaſure 6n Farth: \,,_ 
Take no thought for to marrow. Somenmes with 
reſpe&t to emergent Circumſtances, as when 
the Apoltles encouraged: the Diſciples to (cl 
their Poſſeſſions for the relict of the perſecuted 
Brethren. Sometimes perſonally, fometimes 
habitually: If thou wilt be perfe, fell all that 
thou haſt, and give to the poor ; and, whoſoever 
will be my diſciple let him deny himſelf, and take 
up his croſs and follow me. Be ready in mind 
and heart to relinquih all whenſoever 1t ſhall 
; be neceſlary. And that thus the Apoſtles un- 
| derſtood our Saviour, 15 evident from that 
of S. Peter, Luk. 18. Who glories of himſelf, 
and the other Apoſtles that they had pertorm- 
cd rneſe duties; wehave left all, and followed thee : 
and yet S. Peter kept his Houſe at Capernaum; 
and the Apoſtles retained the Propriety and 
Poſicilion of their Ships and Houſes. 
To conclude this, the nobleſt Science 1s to 
\ know ones felt, to keep the mean, to preſerve 
| the vigour, and gratific the:defires of all our 
Faculties. Cato's beſt Emperour, was he-who- 
ſhould govern, not deſtroy, his Apperites. 
| Away then with all ſuch ſuperſtitious Doctrines: 
as preſcribe us to /ive upon intuitive entertain- G09. 
ments, to. bide our ſelves from the Sun, . Or to *n*ie. 


, dwell. 
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dwell in a pleaſant Garden, but never touch a 
Flower. Which indeed 1s ſo far from the. per- 
fe&tion of a Chriſtian, or the deſign of my 
Text, thart 1t is the diſeaſe of the mind, ſullen, 
moroſe, diſtruſttul, impotent. But on the o- 
ther hand, to eſteem the world above its ap- 
pointed value, or to conſider it as our Chief 
Good, 1s the moſt pernicious Folly, the great- 
eſt Calamity whichcan betall us : which leads 

me, in the ſecond place, 

2.To conſider and deſcribe the Nature,theCa- 
paciticsand Intereſtsofthe Soul; which theText 
prefers to ourcareand choiſc, rather before,and 
whatſocyer becomes of theProfits of theWorld. 
And we ſhall cafily acknowledge, that we 
cannot comprehend rhe eſſence of the Soul, 
or the manner of it's operation, volition and 
underſtanding, it is inconfiftent withthe diſad- 
vantagcs of our preſent ſtate. Bur by the 
acts, effects, and inward ſenſationsof the mind, 
we certainly know, that 1t 1s neither Air, nor 
Fire, nor Blood, nor moving Numbers, but 
as 1t 1s defin'd by P orphyrie, w9ie, eu tans tnx apdag- 
-&, a Bcing unmaterial, fclt-moving, and 
1mmortal, a Principle of an independent, in- 
rellectual life, of Underſtanding, Judgment, 
Reflection, Conſcience, Goodnels, Proyidence, 
| act- 
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acting as God freely, and for the ſake of Ends. 

And the Objects abour which theſe Faculties 

arc exerciſed, and with. which they are enter- 

tain'd arethe excellencies of the Divine Nature, 

to ſtudy and contemplate ; the Divine Perfecti- 

ons, by which, as by a Rule, to judge, and 
govern our eſtimate of things; the works of 
Creation and Proyidence, the Government, 

the Wiſdom, and the Hiſtories of the World, 
to improve our minds with uſeful knowledge ; 
divers Relations to God, and to one another, 
for the exerciſe of Devotion, Wiſdom, Provi- 
dence, Love and goodnels. 

This is the Nature, theſe are the Capacities, 
the Acts and Excrcifes of the Soul. From 
whence we collect, that the higheſt intereſt, 
or the perfection of the Soul, (conſidered in-its 
natural capacities,) conſiſts in the ſtrength and 


vigaoe of theſe ſenſations and defires, in the 5,441; 5,15 


habitual exerciſe of the faculties with their pro- 

objects; in underſtanding clearly, in 
judging diſcreetly, in loving univerſally , In 
governing our lives wiſely, in ſubduing our 
paſſions, in preſerving the dominion of our Rea- 
ſon. It follows therefore, that to loſe the Soul 
(according to thisOriginal, fimple ſenſe) is to 
vitiate or deſtroy theſe Moral Appetites, and 


by - 
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by a conſtant converſation with ſenſual Ob- 
jects, to be wholly govern'd, to underſtand, 
to. judge, cftcem and love according to them. 

And methinks the naked repreſentation 
of this loſs, 1s of it ſelf ſufficient to conyince 
us, that the World, with all it's Profits, can 
be no Pricefor ſoineſtimable a Jewel as the ſate- 
ty, no ſatisfaction for ſo great a calamity, as 
bh loſs of the Soul. For if we conſider a 
a man without Knowledge, without Wiſdom, 
without Goodneſs; there 1s nothing lefr, 
whatſoever his circumſtances in the World 
may be, tro commend him to others, or 
reconcile him to himſelf. It his Paſſi- 
onsare tame, he isthe pity and contempr, 
if they rage, the regret and deteſtation of 
Mankind. He 1s a diſcaſed, imperfect Crea- 
ture, the 1gnoble partsare ſwell'd coan unna- 
tural fullneſs, whillt the noble are waſted and 
ſhrivell'd into nothing. He hath loſt the 
pleaſures of a healthful Conſtiturion, the deli- 
cate entertainments, the pure and unmixt de- 
lights which flow from all the Faculties, in 
the exerciſe of their proper functions; and 
1s inveſted, on the contrary, with a duli Un- 
derſtanding, an unfatshed Will, tumultuary 
vex'd anddiſcompoſed Afﬀections. 


But 
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But if this were all the loſs, ſuch is the dege- 
neracy of men, how few would value it > We 
ſhall farcher therefore conſider the intereſt of 
the Soul, as it ſtands in the relation of a Sub- 
ject to God our Law-giver, who hath obliged 
our obedience to an Inſtitution of Religion, to 
a Rule of Life, with San&tions of future Bliſs 
and Miſery, He then that deſpiſes Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, may yet fear him who is able 
to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, This 
is the loſs of the Soul emphatically, and which 
our Sayiour principally intends, thediſpleaſure 
of God, the future puniſhment of our Diſobe- 
dience, and the loſs of our Intereſt in the 
Rewards of Vertue, in the Joys of Hea- 
ven. 

Andthoughthe natureand affections,theman- 
ner of the reception, and conveyance of theſe 
Felicities,are impoſſiblein our preſentState to be 
underſtood diſtinctly ; (as it is fabulouſly re- 
ported of the Ghoſt of S. Jerom, that ic appear- 
ed to S. Auſtin, writing a Tract of the fullneſs 
of joyin Heaven, and asked him 1t he could 
—_—_ the Waters in his Fiſt, or meet out 
the Heaven with a Span). Yet this we know in 
general, that it conliſts in the abſence of all E- 
vil, tears [hall be wiped away from all Faces, no 5% 

for- 
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forbidden fruit ſhall be there to tempt us, no 
adverſaries to aſſault us, no 1mpetuous deſires 

"us 1s, £Omoleſt us; and in theaftluence of all good. 
Jo. 14.2 Whatſoever 1s contained 1n Abraham's boſom, 
" Cora. ip. in the houſe of our Father, in fulneſs of Foy, 
1 Cor.2-9- Ineye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor can the 
heart of man conceive,is the felicity of thatbleſſed 

State. Our underſtanding ſhall be perfected, 

in a clear diſcovery of the moſt excellent glory 

and loyclineſs of God, for we ſhall ſee him as 

1J0.3-2: heis. Weſhallthen diſcern the beauty of his 
Holineſs, the brightneſs of his Underſtand- 

ing, and the largeneſs of his Love. And becauſe 

the Soul, in all its capacities of life and 

action, in judgment, choice, deſire, and love, 

IS 4 int govern'd by the underſtanding ; 
Therefore our knowledge, our ſenſe of the Dr 

Rom, 8, 29. YinePertections, ſhall of neceſſity, transform us 
1-2 intothe fame Nature, quicken us intothe ſame 
lite, and inveſt us in the joy of ow Lord, 

in the ſame felicities with himſelf? Our Wills 

ſhall be perfect with indefective holinefs, our 
Afﬀections ſhall be unalterably fixed and: ra- 

viſhed with the eyer-freſh and inexhauſtible 
Treaſures of his Beauty.In a word,our ſouls ſhall 

be ſtruck with ſuch a powerful ſenſe of his un- 
ſpcakable glory, his Image ſhall be ſo deeply 


un- 
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impre(s'd upon our minds, that onr ſelyes ſhall 
be changed intothe likeneſs of hisexcellency,and 
entertain'd with the pleaſures of his lite. Theſe 
are the glorious poſhibilities of the ſoul, the ve- 
ry privation whercof, or to be thruſt from the 
preſence of the Lord and the glory of his pow- 
er, without the puniſhment of pain, is more 
than enough tobe contained 1n loſing the Soul, 
though a thouſand worlds were to be ſer a- 
gainſt ir. Yet even this 1s not all, fortheſancti- 
on condemns thediſobedientto the puniſhment 
of pain, as well as to the puniſhment of loſs. 
A guilty Conſcience conſummated with 
wretched horror and deſpair ſhall be his Porci- 
tion. He ſhall be caſt into outer darkneſs, i 4.8 
where he ſhall be ſure to find, whatſoever *,** 
is contained in the yengeance of an Omnipo- %*: 5. :5. 
tent God, who 1s a conſumine fre. ETIEY 

And thus I have impartially ſtated both 
the Nature and the Value, firſt of the world, 
then of the Soul: I proceed therefore, as I 
propos'd, in the laſt place, 

3- To compare theſc Intereſts together, by 
the moſt infallible Rules and Tefts of worth, 
f that from thence it may appear how contemp- 
tible an intereſt he has p_ who to gain 

C 


- _ 


the world ſhall loſe his Soul. And amongſt thoſe 
2 ma- 
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many reaſons of difference which might be 
found, I ſhall only ſcle&t atew which ſcem to 
be the moſt conſiderable. And, 

x. I ſhall compare them wich reſpect to 
certainty 

2. With reſpect to- Fulneſs or Satsfac&tion 
ofthe Will. 

3. With reference to Duration. And there 
is no man but will readily acknowledge, that 
a certain, full, and everlaſting good isincom- 
parably preferable to a contingent,cmpty,tran- 
ſfient intereſt, 

1. But, firſt, the intereſt of the World 1s 
caſual and uncertain: And if as great ſucceſs 
inour purſuitas can. be feigned, if the gain of 
the whole world beno advantage to him who 
ſhall loſe his Soul, as the Text ſuppoſes, how 

much more unreaſonable 1s it to prefer this 
x5 Ore intereſt, conſidering the continual Flux, the 
wor. 4. fugitive nature of temporal things. He who 
purſues an intereſt out of his own power, 

courts unhappineſs, ſays Seneca, But our 

276.63, fuccelsinthe purſuit of the world depends up- 
on a train of: Circumſtances, which we may 

difpoſe and order in our thoughts, but not 
command. For it we were wife enough, as but 

tew arc, tolay our deligns ſubtilly, to diſpoſe 


Inſtruments 
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Inſtruments aptly, to foreſee accurately, to 
mind our buſes and goyern our paſſions 
ſtrictly; yet the Wiſeſt ofren find their 
Purpoſes defeated, ſome Links of the Chain are 
broken. 

Quod quiſq; vitet nmquam homini ſatis 

Cautum eſt in horas Hor.. - 


Becauſe our condition is ſo dependent, that 
rhere is nothing brought to paſs but by theaſſi- 
ſtance and meditation of others, by time, and 
by things without our power. Where then 
there are ſo many free agents, purſuing their 
reſpective private intereſts, as 1t were in a tacit 
conflict one uponanother, there mult be croſs nu; 

eycntsand diſappointments. Thus contraricty 3,2 et 

: therefore of Will, the deceits of Correſpon- *-<-*=a- 
dents, publick Calamities, and perſonal Follies, 
| render our ſucceſs in the world uncertain in 
che nature of the thing ;. beſides, the over-ru- 
ling Providence of God, who cauſes all Deſigns 
Intereſts to ferve the Ends of his Alwife 


Councils: 


valet ima ſummis 
Mutare, © inſignem attenuat Deus. 
He puts down the mighty from their ſeat,and ex- 


alts the humble and meek. Bur 
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But whoſoever purfues the favour of God,and 

the Salvation of his Soul, may(with Reverence) 

be certain of obtaining it: Becauſe the means 

and inſtruments are all within, berween our 

ſc]lves and Godalone. No croſs conjunttion 

of untoreſeen- Accidents can impede our pro- 

greſs. * Deliberace Choice, and firm Reſoluti- 

onare infallible ſecurities of ſucceſs. But liber- 

ry of choice 1s cſlential to our Nature. Force 

in any ſenſe, 1s Neceſſity, and therefore a con- 
tradiction to a reaſonable Creatare. It is a 
ſcandal to Religion and the Humane Nature, 

x Cor.7. 34 tO ſuppoſe 1t impoſſible to Chufe the good, 
Beerh. de Conſ. and Refuſe the Evil. Vertue 1s the life, - the 
4rat, ſapit pleaſure, the rectitude of the Soul ; who then 


vette facit ane 


mo quando obje- IT the wicked (who want Apology) can think 
Fx. ©  itimpoſlible toatrain the perte&tion of our be- 
ing; eſpecially conſidering the great aſliſtances 
whuch God fo freely offers to thoſe who are 
ſincere, and willing to purſue this intereſt. 
Jo. 14. That his holy ſpirit jhall encourage our exdea- 
Jer. 32.39, w0urs , and aſſiſt our weakneſs, that he will give 
Ez, 11.19. 2s an heart of Fleſh, and cauſe us to walk in his 
ways. And what ſhall we not do through the 
power of God that ſtrengthens us ? Thar's the 
firlt, 

2. The world, if we could obtain it, is my 

an 
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and unfatisfying, allayed with vexations and 
uneaſic cares ; Bi the favour of God, and 

the rewards of Heaven; are ſuch an unnaxe and 
perfe&t good, as _- once obtained, we can 
defire no more. The formal reaſon of good, 1s 
ſatisfaftion, and of evil, defire unſatisfied. 

But the difproportion 1 ſo great, between the 
world, and our innate defires of perfect 
happincfs, that it is 1impoſlible it ſhould fill 
them. For the world 1s confin'd by the Wiſ- 

dom of God, and fitted only for the Service 

of our Farthly, limiced, inferiour facul.- 

ties: and 1s therefore inadxquate, both in 
Nature and meaſure, tothe vaſt capacities, to 

the unbounded apperites of the mind. Whoſo- 

ever then ſhall fix his happineſs in the Poſſeſſions 

of the world, expects more from it than it can 
perform, and ſhall therefore be ſure to be for 

ever followed with croſs events and: new de- crefit indu 


: . s ſibi dt 
fires. For ſick and unnatural appetites are in- $54: 


finite ; Indulgence, in the Drophe, doth but iu nt 
inflame the thirſt; the diſcaſe is within, and the 47% wm 
deſire inſatiable. ' at 37 Blur ernuregiles in talun ns 
7 4s wir. Whatſocyer the changes of For- ** ©7"7 
tune or Life may be they cannever remove the 
vexations of the mind, which ariſe from falſe 
Opmion, fays Platarch; The Star 1s loſt we 

{tcer. 
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ſteer anunknown courſe, and failinan immenſe 
Sca of wild and extravagant deſire: All this is na- 
tural and neceſſary, Bur beſidesthe diſproporci- 
on between the Object and the Faculty, we our 
ſelves create vexation to our ſelyes, r inor- 
dinate love of the World betrays us into fears 
and jcalouſics,and fills us with envy and ambit 
on,which cauſeus rojudge of chings,not asthey 
-arcin thar own nature, but with reſpect to 0- 
thers and ſo remoyes our happineſs yet farther 
 _ out of ourown power; as head writes of 
Spice 3 Themiſtecles,that he raved and walk'd aboutthe 
Streets at midnight, vexed and tormented 
with the triumph of Meltiades. '#mauis 33 8 vas 
| ouiny phe THe Gurl manor. Tnordinate defire hin- 
«94 ders even that imperfect ſatisfaction, which 
nught otherwiſe be found in the Object we 
_ as the fame Author obſeryes. Per- 
ect happineſs then, or full content, is not 
to be found in the Enjoyments of the 

world. 


Nec gemmis, nec purpura we- 
zale, nec auro. Hor. 


What ſhall we fay then? Is man alone de- 
| ſigned 
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ſign'd by God to be the ſport, the mock of 
Nature? Are we the only Creatures which 
were made'for ever to purſtre, 'but never ob- _ 
tain our happineſs? Noſurely ; Thou haſt made vi6G 
us, 0 Lord, for thy Jelf, and our Soul Is unſatisfi- gi n*i\-* 
ed till it reſts in thee: 'Thy favour is better than 
Life, and at thy right hand thefe ts fulneſs of Joy 
and Pleaſure. In a wotd; ' whoſoever: by 
Vertue, and Obcdicnce, ſhall obtam the Re- 
wards of Heaven, and the Loye of God; are 
under a full enjoyment, a compleat Pofleſſi- 
on of abfolute perte&t and unhimited goodnef.. 
For paſſionate Fondnefs, ismfirmity,and there- 
fore incompetent to the Loye of God, or the 
perfection of the Attribute, which confiſts 
in the molt ſubſtantal cftets and operations; 
not only in ſhining upon us, but in making 
us luminous with his brightneſs; and happy 
in the enjoyment of hisperfeftions, mthe com- 
munication of his felicities. 

The will, of _ therefore, ſhall be pre- 
vented, fiſf*d and farisfied ; becauft there's no- 
thing farther tobedetir#;or allthe good which 
1s in any Objet,. is derived from chis Original, 
ſimple good, which we fhallthen enjoy. And 
this is no P/atonickrapſodic, bur the neceffary 

D effects 
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eftcts of the Divine Love, and agrees with 
the ſober experience of Pious Men, whoſe 
Souls enjoy a full content, and cafineſs 1n 
God, though the methods of conveyance 
are inexplicable. That's the Second. 

3. Thirdly, and laſtly, If we were ſure to 
gain the world, and if it were poſſible to 
be fully fatisficd in theacquiſition ;. yet 15-0ur 

effion uncertain , our enjoyment ſhore ; 
= the Intereſt of the Souls everlaſting, 

No preſent State, whatſoever it may 
be, can denonunate a Man happy ; A taſtc 
of happineſs, without continuance, 1s but a 
mockery, a vexation. Itis propricty, and ſta- 
bility which commend an Intereſt, and paſs 
it. nto.the relation. of Felicity. 


Ultima Semper 


Expedgnda dies ——— 


But the- natural, condition ofEarthly things 
is frail and fygitive: All thoſe Reaſons which 
render it ſo, difficult ro gain them, render it 
as hard, to. preſerve, them when obtained. 
Perſonal Follies,” publick Calamities, ſudden 
accidents, fray; and ayarice, Sin and Death, 
*" "Dh (| 0, 


j*, 
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do all £205 che ſecurity of our preſent ſtate. 

ing can more diſparage the value of 
the world, than this continual motion, flux, 
and change, to which it 1s liable ; becanfe the 
loſs of what we once poſleſt 1s a greater cala- 


Bur not 
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mity than never to enjoy. For Bajazet to Twi. ii. -» 


change his Seraglio for a Cage, for Valerian to 
become the Foot-ſtool of his Enemy : tor Per- 


Regn. Dat. 


Caſio der. 
Plut. in wit, 


ſeus King of Macedon, but the fourth from A- ==. 


lexander, to be led in Chains before the Tri- 
umphal Chariot of P. Emilizs, were greater 


Calamunies than never to have been ha 


But 1f our poſſeſſions of the World were 
firm, and ſtable in their Nature, our enjoy- 
ment, howſoever, would beſhort and tranſ1- | 


PY- 


ob. 4, 24. 


ent, becauſe our own foundation is in the > Pet. r4: 


duſt ; our life is uncertain, and our age asno- 


thing. No-.period of life, no ſtate or quality, 


isſecure a moment from the arreſt of death. 


Omnes eodem cogimur, &c. Hor. 


We are all under the ſame neceſſity, all 
our deſtinies are hurſtled in the fame Urn ; 
ſooner or later we ſhall all be carried into Eter- 
nal exile. How many have we our ſelyes ob- 
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ſerved, who in the height of their Pleaſures, 
in the vigour of.cheir age, in the mudſt of 
their hopes have been fnddenly ſnatched a- 
way. 


Tu ſecanda marmora 


Locas ſub ipſum fumus. Hor. 


The poliſhed Marbles we are fo buſily de- 
ſigning unto a magnificent Seat, of a ſudden 
arc become the Ornaments of our Tomb. 

And it mult needs be very terrible to thoſe 
who have no other end or Intereſt, but their 
Poſſeflions 1n the world, to conſider how ſud- 
denly they may, how ſoon they ſhall be depriv- 
ed of all their hope, of all ther good, This 
conſideration depreſſes the value of the world 
into vanity it ſelf, and m a manner ballanceth 
the inequalities af Fortune, and makes it no ye- 
ry great matter whether we derive from a Scep- 
cer, or a Shepheards Crook. 

Lay not up for your felves then Treaſures zpon 
Earth, where Moth and Ruſt can corrupt, or Thief 
break through and ſteal, but by patient continuance 
in well doing, ſeek, for Glory, Immortality, and 
Eternal life. Purſue the intereſt of the Soul 
whuch 1s cycrlaſting, 3 Yet 


Tl 
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Yet ſuch 1s the degeneracy of men, that we 
are willing to believe, and are content with a 


| ſtate of non-exiſtence, of eternal night, rather 


than govern our lives on Earth, as may con- 
{iſt with the hopes of a bleſſed Immorrality. 
Bur it is impoſſible to extirpate the Ex- 
pectation of Mankind. The independent 
Powers of the Soul, the judgment of Con- 
ſcience, the conſent of Nations, will be always 
ſuch irrefragable Teſtimonies of a future Stace, 
as we ſhall never be able ro Subdue. Belides 


the poſitive Revelation of God, that zhe Spj- #*:. 5: 5: 
rit ſhall return to him that gave tt, that all zhe Luk. 16. 9. 


Toys of Heaven, which we now deſcrived, ſhall 
exdure for ever, that thc City is continuing, the 
Houſe eternal, and the Crown ſhall never fade away. 
We {hall then be the Treaſure, the Chil- 
dren, and the Friends of God ; whoſe in- 
finice PerfeEtions ſhall be always preſent, and 
we ſhall always be in a capacity of Enjoyment. 
No age ſhall enfeeble our percipient Faculties, 
a thouſand years ſhall be but as a day. No 
Reaſons of Sin, of Puniſhment, or of Tryal 
(and there are no other) ſhall interpoſe to dif- 
continue or abate the Pleaſures of this happy 
life. But if we ſhall neglect this everlaſting 
happineſs, 


F 


, 
. 
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Luk. 3. 17. 
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happineſs, the loſs or puniſhment of the Soul, 
in the ſenſe I explaincd it, ſhall be eternal roo. 
What then ſhall it profit a man to gain the world, 
and be caſt into fire unquenchable, where the Worm 
ſhall never dye. 

But if we ſhould ſuppoſe it would continue 
but a thouſand years, or halt the time, the Ar- 
ument 15 ſtrong enough, and would bear 
. zeal of our Saviour mn this compaſſionate 
Expoſtulation of my Text, What ſhall it profit 
a man, &c But there 1s never a plain ſyllable in 
the book of God, which tavours the purga- 
tion, or Annihilation of Souls. And there is 
nothing more evident than that the Spi- 
rit of God intends we ſhould believe the loſs 
or puniſhment to be everlaſting ; becauſe 
he hath choſen the moſt —_— phrafes 
which can be imagin'd to expreſs an unlmit- 
ed Eternity : The worm ſhall never dye ; the 
Fire ſhall never be quenched, - and the ſmoak 
ſhall aſcend for ever and ever. What then ſhall it 
profit a man 10 gain the world, a caſual, empty, 
tranſient Intereſt ; and loſe his Soul, acertain, 

full, and everlaſting good? 
Now the uſe of this diſcourſe is Infirute, be- 
caulſc it 15 concern'd in every Action of our 
lives; 


—— 
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lives; 1t Directs our Choice, governsour Wll, 
and regulates our Aﬀections. Bur Iam afraid 
I have alrcady treſpaſſed upon your patience, I 
ſhall theretore conſider bur one Inference, and 
ſo conclude: namely this, - 

That the gain of che world, with the ſafety of 
the Soul, 1s the moſt perfect, happy ſtate. 
That Riches, and Honour, with Vertue and 
Picty, render a man more exactly happy, 
than either without the other. Which indeed 
is rather a part of the Dotrine it ſelf, than a 
D:duction from it: For, What ſhall it profit a 
man to gain the World, and loſe his Soul, ſeerns 
to allow the Poſleflions of the World, with 
the ſafety of the Soul, ro be the beſt advan- 
tage, the molt happy ſtare. And, | 


x. In general, becauſe our whole ſclves, in 


all our Capacities, may be Filled and Satisfied. 
The craving defire or emprineſs of any Facul- 
ty, 1s Miſcry 1nits degree; bur chiefly becauſe 
of thekind agrecment,the mutualaſſiſtance and 
miniſtration of theſe ſeveral Interefts, to the 
nouriſhment and increaſe, to the: exerciſe and 
enjoyment of cach other, The Rich and Ho- 
nourable have great Opportunities of Know- 
ledge and Vertue aboye other men. Their 
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Status, omni- 
um bonorum 
aggregatione, 
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time 1s their own, their minds are cafic, they 
may converſe with the belt Company, and 
ſtudy the belt Authors for the improvement 
of their Minds. And they are always prov1- 
ded with the neceſſary Requiſites, the chicf 
Inſtruments in the Practice and Exerciſe of 
Vertue. For the Government of our Paſli- 
ons, the Regulation of our Apperites and Af- 
tections under our Poſlcfhons and Enjoy- 
ments of the World, are the proper Subjects 
of our Vertue and Victory. A poor Man's 
Sphere 15 narrow and coniin'd, his Religion 1s 
negative, and his Vertue chiefly in his Will: 
But the Rich may fulfill che whole Law, 
redeem Caprnves, relieve the Oppreſſed, viſit 
the Fatherlcſs, patromze the Poor, bleſs the 
World. Indeed, there is ſcarce a Verrue, Per- 
ſonal, Political, or Divine, bur requires the 


*eupxics PIcAEnCE Of Earthly Things as the neceſlary In- 
A 75 rms (truments of 1ts Practice. And hence Pytha- 
ior - gorgs himſelf commends a due regard of our 
Fir. in aw, Worldly Intereſt, becauſe it helps the Soul la- 
Ai bouring after Vertue. 

And thus to uſe the World for the intereſt 
of the Soul, for the exerciſe and increafe of 
Verrue, 1s the beſt Method we can poſſwl 


conſult 


Sen, Epiſt. 
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conſulc for the moſt pure and pleaſant Enjoy- 
ment of the Work « ſclt. 

For Religion. ſtops the Fountain of all the 
Allays and Evis of & World ; it rc&tihes our 
Judgment, and rel(trains our Paſſions, it ac- 
quaintsus with ourImperfe&tions,and delivers us 
from mportunate detires, fromEnvyandAmbiti- 
on,from the anx1ousFears of Chance andDeath ; 
which flow from talſcOpinion and ever infinuate 


- themfelycs where Vertue 1s not prepoſlcſs'd. Ir 


is indeed the only Ballaſt of Proſperity. 

And as it feparates the Ills, fo it umproves 
and meliorates whatſoever is good and plea- 
ſant in the World. Ir reſtores us to our ſelves, 
and gives us an abſolute Dominion over what 
we poſes. It preſerves a healthful Conſtitu- 
tion, and, by a mixture of different Entertain- 
ments, 1t prevents that loathing of Pleaſures, 
which ariſes from the conſtant preſence of 
chem: Itisagreat improvement and addition 
of Honour ; 1t gives reality to Titles, and makes 
inconſtant Fame ſtable and eternal. 

Creſcit occulto velut arbor evo, 

Fama Marcelli, micat inter omnes 

Falium ſedus, velut inter ignes 
Luna minores. 
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The pradtice of Vertue, ſays Seneca, gives a lu- 


fire to a man, and makes him ſhine as light. 


Ouantum-Dii boni decoris, quantum ponderis ad- 
derint ! What weight, what beauty do they add ? 
When we meet him we ſhall flart and fall back , 
as at the preſence of a God, and ſilently pra, that 
it may be ſafe to look upon him, and with a 
trembling voice we ſhall be ready to ſay, (fays 
he) with Virgll, 


—_— Namgz haud tibi wultus 
Mortalis, nec vox hominem ſonat------ 


The Voice the Countenance is more than Humane. 


To conclude, Let us remember that Chri- 
{tian ſelt-denyal is but the reduction of our 
{clves to our ſelves, and a mchoration of our 
preſent itate. That all forbidden Appetites 
are Artihcial and Unnatural, the Effects of Diſ- 
eaſe, and the Symptems of Death. That there 
1s no competition, thanks be to God, at the 
preſent, berween the fafety of our Souls, and 
the preſcrvation of our Eſtates in the active li- 
teral ſenſe ;, no Doctrines of Perfection to 
confound and cheat us, no narrow, _ 

Phart- 
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Pharifaical Opinions to fill us with fcruple. 
Andas for the moral, habitual reſignation of 
the World it 1s every way our intereſt. To be 
looſe and free, to ed it as if we ufed it not, to 
will what God wills, and to be content with 
ſuch a mixture of Good and Evil as infinite 
Wiſdom ſhall determine to us, 1s the only way 
to be happy. But to devote our ſelves tothe 
world, to govern our lives carcleſly, to ſin 
preſumptuonſly, to neglect our ſouls, to for- 
teit our mterelt in the —_ of God, and in- 
cur the puniſhment of Hell, is ſuch a Cala- 
mity as can neyer be recompenſed : For what 
ſhall it profit # man to gain the World, and loſe 
his Soul ? 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be all honour, praiſe, and glory, now and for ever, 


Amen. 


